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Methodology:

The  i n i t i a l  da t a  f o r  t h i s  r epo r t  was  ob ta i ned  f r om coun t y  budge t s
r e v i ewed  f r om  J u l y  1 ,  1 998  t h r ough  J une  30 ,  2 002  f o r  t h e
Pub l i c  De f e nde r ’ s  O f f i c e ,  t h e  L ega l  D e f e nde r ’ s  O f f i c e  a nd  t h e
C o n t r a c t  A t t o r n e y ’ s  O f f i c e  —  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e .  E a c h  o f f i c e
wa s  a s k ed  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  a c t u a l  amoun t  s p en t  b y  t h e i r  o f f i c e
t o  d e l i v e r  i n d i g en t  d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  s u r v e y  a l s o  r e que s t e d
t ha t  e a ch  o f  t h e s e  agen c i e s  r e v i ew  t h e  budge t  d a t a  f o r  a c cu r a c y
and  c omp l e t ene s s .  Add i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s u r v e y  r e que s t e d  f e edba c k
r ega r d i ng  e ven t s  t h a t  h a ve  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  impa c t ed  t h e i r  b udge t s
and / o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  a nd  ma i n t a i n  s e r v i c e s .

Resu l ts :

A l l  1 5  c oun t i e s  r e s ponded  t o  t h e  s u r v e y ,  a l t h ough  i n  s ome
i n s t a n c e s  c o m p l e t e  d a t a  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .
S e v e r a l  a g en c i e s  e x pe r i e n c ed  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  b r e a k i n g  ou t  d a t a
be tween  t h e  Pub l i c  De f e nde r ’ s  a nd  L ega l  De f e nde r ’ s  O f f i c e .

A l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e p o r t  a c t u a l  a m o u n t s  s p e n t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  i n d i g e n t

d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e s  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  a p p r o v e d  b u d g e t s .   T h e  r e q u e s t  t o  f o c u s  o n  a c t u a l  v s .

a p p r o v e d  w a s  m a d e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  m a y  b e  a  r e m a r k a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  b u d g e t e d

amoun t  a nd  t h e  a c t u a l  amoun t  s p en t .

The indigent defense

in Maricopa County

consists of the Public

De f ende r ,  L ega l

Defense, Contract

Counsel and Legal

Advocate. Over this

period, expenditures

were greater than

budgeted funding

in FY1998, FY2001

and  FY2002 .

F o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a c t u a l

e x pend i t u r e s  h a v e  b e en  g r e a t e r  t h an  t h e

adopted  budget  i n  P ima County .   In  FY2002

t h e r e  w a s  a  2 1  p e r c e n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e -

tween  t h e  a c t u a l  a nd  budge t ed  do l l a r s

i n  t h e  amoun t  o f  $ 3 . 8  m i l l i o n .

Report Purpose:

The purpose of this study

w a s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e

financial costs associated

w i t h  i n d i g en t  d e f en s e

i n  A r i z o n a .

Maricopa County
Y e a r Adopted A c t u a l  E x p e n s e s A p p r o v e d  v s .

A c t u a l  D i f f e r e n c e
1998 $ 2 7 , 0 0 3 , 6 9 6 $ 2 9 , 0 2 7 , 3 5 1 ( $2 , 023 , 655 )
1999 $30 , 484 , 755 $29 , 142 , 609 $1 , 342 , 146
2000 $38 , 436 , 245 $ 3 7 , 5 3 8 , 6 3 2 $897 ,613
2001 $40 , 314 , 730 $40 , 650 , 038 ( $335 , 308 )
2002 $41 , 089 , 646 $ 4 3 , 9 4 7 , 9 6 8 ( $2 , 858 , 322 )

Pima County
1998 $11 , 485 , 967 $ 1 2 , 8 9 7 , 1 9 2 ( $1 , 411 , 225 )
1999 $12 , 809 , 593 $15 , 542 , 359 ( $2 , 732 , 766 )
2000 $13 , 575 , 028 $15 , 495 , 791 ( $1 , 920 , 763 )
2001 $13 , 793 , 697 $15 , 893 , 154 ( $2 , 099 , 457 )
2002 $14 , 363 , 577 $18 , 231 , 615 ( $3 , 868 , 038 )
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C o u n t y D e f e n s e  T y p e 1 9 9 8 1 9 9 9 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2
A p a c h e P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 290 ,000 290 ,000 314 ,000 314 ,000 314 ,000
C o c h i s e P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 691 ,464 718 ,467 700 ,528 778 ,080 843 ,408

L e g a l  D e f e n d e r 458 ,774 469 ,240 506 ,188 529 ,177 598 ,194
I nd i g en t  De f en s e 537 , 4 29 565 ,039 567 , 5 31 639 ,281 752 ,522

C o c o n i n o P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 1 , 1 9 2 , 8 2 3 1 , 3 5 5 , 1 2 0 1 , 3 97 , 2 26 1 , 4 4 2 , 2 8 7 1 , 5 1 6 , 0 5 6
L e g a l  D e f e n d e r ***504 , 001 461 ,949 572 ,685 590 ,211 620 ,361

G i l a P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 717 , 3 92 788 ,584 932 ,000 936 ,043 979 ,507
G r a h a m P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 230 ,000 300 ,000 300 ,000 350 ,000 350 ,000
G r e e n l e e P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r *83 ,555 83 , 555 79 , 412 107 , 9 06 140 ,386
L a  P a z P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 235 ,396 289 ,751 317 , 8 59 342 ,443 336 ,349

C o u r t  A p p o i n t e d ** ** 66 , 750 81 , 400 61 , 500
M a r i c o p a I n d i g en t  De f en s e 29 ,027 ,351 29 , 142 , 609 37 ,538 ,632 40 , 650 , 038 43 ,947 ,968
M o h a v e P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 1 , 1 2 3 , 2 1 5 1 , 2 27 , 0 87 1 , 2 3 8 , 5 0 4 1 , 3 3 6 , 2 8 0 1 , 4 4 0 , 2 6 6

L e g a l  D e f e n d e r 486 ,703 537 , 0 07 555 ,441 516 ,982 502 ,894
N a v a j o P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 506 ,020 548 ,115 549 ,340 578 ,655 639 ,670

L e g a l  D e f e n d e r 226 ,345 248 ,470 262 ,825 244 ,870 263 ,835
P i m a I n d i g en t  De f en s e 12 ,897 ,192 15 , 542 , 359 15 , 495 , 791 15 , 893 , 154 18 , 231 , 615
P i n a l P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 816 ,764 974 ,396 1 , 0 67 , 9 82 1 , 1 2 1 , 4 3 3 1 , 1 9 2 , 1 5 1

O t h e r 1 , 5 3 0 , 2 0 0 1 , 8 0 2 , 6 1 9 1 , 8 4 5 , 5 4 3 2 , 2 2 5 , 3 0 0 2 , 4 2 5 , 9 0 8
S a n t a  C r u z P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 250 ,275 263 ,910 321 ,039 300 ,113 314 ,421
Y a v a p a i P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 1 , 6 7 6 , 6 8 6 1 , 8 5 9 , 9 2 7 1 , 874 , 450 2 , 0 3 5 , 1 6 3 2 , 2 8 0 , 0 0 0
Y u m a P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 1 , 0 5 3 , 0 1 6 859 ,671 847 , 6 52 948 ,941 1 , 144 , 615

L e g a l  D e f e n d e r 818 ,869 753 ,939 482 ,874 490 ,590 586 ,990
Con t r a c t ** ** 607 , 5 00 959 ,501 861 ,110

S t a t e To ta l $ 55 , 353 , 470 $59 , 081 , 814 $68 , 441 , 752 $73 , 411 , 848 $80 , 343 , 726

*    E s t i m a t e  t a k e n  f r o m  F Y 1 9 9 9  a s  d a t a  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .
* *   P r o g r a m  o r  a g e n c y  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  u n t i l  y e a r  2 0 0 0 .
* * * E s t i m a t e  f o r  1 9 9 8  c o s t s  f o r  a p p o i n t e d  a t t o r n e y s  p r i o r  t o  s t a r t  o f  L e g a l  D e f e n d e r ’ s  O f f i c e .

The  t o t a l  s t a t e  e xpend i t u r e  f o r  I nd i gen t  De f en se  r o s e  f r om  $55 , 353 , 470  i n  FY1998  t o  $80 , 343 , 726
i n  F Y2002 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  4 5 . 1  p e r c en t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  f i v e  y e a r  p e r i o d  a nd  9 . 4  p e r c en t  i n c r e a s e
o ve r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .   I n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t ud y  c ondu c t ed  i n  1 994 ,  t h e r e  wa s  an  i n c r e a s e  o f  5 0
pe r c en t  o v e r  t h e  f i v e  y e a r  t ime  s pan  f r om  FY1989  t o  FY1993 .

C o m m e n t a r i e s / S u r v e y  Q u o t e s :

“ C a s e s  a r e  f i l e d  a s  f e l o n i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p l e d
a s  m i s d e m e a n o r s .    T h e r e f o r e ,  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d s  a r e  r e q u i r e d
f o r  t h e  p a ymen t  o f  a  f e l o n y  a t t o r n e y  a t  f e l o n y  p r i c e s  f o r
c a s e s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f i l e d  a t  t h e  J u s t i c e  C o u r t
l e ve l . ”

“ I n c r e a s e d  c a s e l o a d s  a r e  d u e  t o :  1 )  c h a n g e s  i n  l a w s  a n d
pub l i c  p o l i c y  t owa r d s  manda t o r y  a nd  l e ng t h i e r  s e n t e n c e s ;
and 2)  loss  o f  res ident ia l ,  behav iora l  hea l th  t reatment  centers . ”

“ T h e  n e w  R i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  l e a v e  m a n y  s m a l l  c o u n t i e s
w i t h  add i t i o na l  f i n an c i a l  bu r den s . ”

“ T h e  f i s c a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  a l l  s i d e s
o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  n e e d s  t o  b e  e m p h a s i z e d  w h e n
con s i d e r i n g  a dop t i o n  o r  s uppo r t  o f  n ew  l e g i s l a t i o n . ”

“ I n c r e a s i n g  c a s e l o a d s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  e m p l o y e e s
and  equ i pmen t .  Add i t i o na l l y ,  r e c en t  t e chno l og i c a l  a d van ce s
w e r e  n e e d e d  t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  o u r  j u d i c i a l
s y s t e m .  T h o s e  a d v a n c e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  l a r g e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r
upg rade s  t o  an t i qua t ed  equ i pmen t . ”

In Arizona, indigent defense
is funded predominantly at
the county level and in 2002
$80,343,726 was expend-
ed on indigent defense in
Arizona.  In that same year,
State Aid for Indigent De-
fense Funding contributed
$615,900 in appropriated funds
and $631,282 in fine reve-
nue for a total of $1,247,182.
Proponents of  state fund-
ed indigent defense systems
point out that in states such
as Arizona, that rely heavily
on county funding,  the heaviest
stress is placed on rural counties,
which do not have the tax
base to generate sufficient
revenues to cover the costs
of indigent defense.


